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Objective: The purpose of this research is 
to highlight and analyze the psychological 
and judicial characteristics of inmates with 
substance abuse.



Theoretical aspects:
• Aggression - Buss, A., Perry, M

• Accentuated Personality Traits - Karl Leonhard

• Major Depressive Episode - DSM V

• Locus of Control - Rotter
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“The feature of character (personality) in 

which some of its traits are excessive force. 

It is within the limits of clinical norms.”

◼ The term "accentuation" in 1968 

introduced the German psychiatrist

Karl Leonhard



I. Demonstrativeness;
(self-confident, agile, ambitious, 
deceitful, oriented to its "I")

II. Hiper-exactness;
(difficulties in making decisions, 
meticulosity, excessive care, 
attachment to the workplace)

III. Hiper-perseverace;
(ambitious, personal prestige, 

selfishness, suspicious)

IV. Uncontrollability;
(impulsive, irritable, uncontrolled, 

aggressive)

V. Hiperthymia;
(surplus energy, cheerfulness, 
optimism, need to talk, superficial)

VI. Dysthymia;
(serious, pessimist, low mood, 
sadness, slowness of thinking)

VII. Cyclothymia;
(appears as a succession of purely 
hyperthymic states with totally 
dysthymic states)

VIII. Exaltation;
(sensitive, impressionable, 

expressive, excited)

IX. Anxiety;
(shy and docile, unable to affirm in 
the case of divergences of opinion)

X. Emotivity.
(compassionate, emotional)





SOURCE: https://www.lifewealthcoaching.com/understanding-your-locus-
of-control



Design of research:

Comparative factorial study of type 3X2 and

correlative aspects.

Convicted inmates for 

offenses with violence

against the person

Convicted inmates for 

offenses without violence

against the person

With alcohol abuse 22 8

With drug abuse 12 18

No substance abuse 14 16



Participants and procedure

• 90 inmates from Maximum Security Penitentiary 
Arad:

» 30 inmates with alcohol abuse

» 30 inmates with drug abuse

» 30 inmates without substance abuse

• Voluntary participation;

• Benefit: 3 credits.

48 convicted inmates for offenses with violence against the person

42 convicted inmates for offenses without violence against the person



Research tools:

1. Aggression Questionnaire (Buss & Perry, 1992)

2. H. Schmieschek’s personality accentuation test 
(Schmieschek, 1970)

3. The Mini-International Neuropsychiatric
Interview, Version 7.0, Depressed Major 
Episode Section– Sheehan (2015)

4. Locus of Control - Rotter





A. Comparative hypothesis:

1. There is a difference between the three groups in terms of 
aggression.

2. Persons convicted for offenses with violence against the person 
are more aggressive than those convicted for offenses without 
violence against the person.

3. There is a statistically significant difference between inmates 
without depression in terms of the type of offense committed.



B. Correlational hypothesis

1. There is a link between Aggression and the 
"Uncontrollability" the dimension from 
accentuated personality traits.

2. There is a link between Locus of Control and 
the "Uncontrollability" the dimension from 
accentuated personality traits.





Comparative hypothesis

Hypothesis 1:
1. There is a difference between the three groups in terms of

aggression.

F(2, 69.717) = .173, p = .842 > .05

There are no statistically significant differences 
between the three groups: alcohol abuse, drug abuse, 
without substance abuse, in terms of aggression.

Cuomo, C., Sarchiapone, M., Giannantonio, M. D., Mancini, M., & Roy, A., (2008)

Boles, S. M., & Miotto, K., (2003) 

Allen, T. J., Moeller, F. G., Rhoades, H. M., & Cherek, D. R. (1997) 



Hypothesis 2:

2. Persons convicted for offenses with violence against the person are

more aggressive than those convicted for offenses without violence

against the person.

F(1, 111.249) = .276, p = .601 > .05

There are no statistically significant differences.

Boles, S. M., & Miotto, K., (2003)

Fagan, J. (1993 b).



Hypothesis 3:

There is a statistically significant difference between inmates 

without depression in terms of the type of offense committed:

ϰ2(2, N=67) = 6.556, p = .038 < .05

✓ Boles, S. M., & Miotto, K., (2003)

✓ Fagan, J. (1993 b).

✓ Bermúdez, E. C., Mendoza, M. R., Ruiz, E. R., Durand-Smith, A. L., & Hernández, G. S., 2007

Without depression

Addiction
Offenses with violence 

against the person 

Offenses without 

violence against the 

person 

Alcohol 16 5

Drug 9 14

Control 11 12



Correlational hypothesis

Hypothesis 1:

There is a link between Aggression and the

"Uncontrollability" the dimension from accentuated 

personality traits.

"Uncontrollability" 
r p r ²

Aggression .557 < .01 .31

Physical .425 < .01 .18

Verbal .335 < .01 .11

Anger .518 < .01 .26

Hostility .465 < .01 .21



Hypothesis 2:

There is a link between Locus of Control and 
the "Uncontrollability" the dimension from 
accentuated personality traits.

"Uncontrollability" : r(88) = .309, p < .01 

✓Niazi, R. S., Pervaiz, R., Minhas, F. A., & Najam, N., (2005)



4. Discussions and limits

• The environment and the detention regime.

• The motivation of inmates to participate in the study.

• The inmates habit of participating in research and 
completing questionnaires.

• The results of the study can’t be generalized.

• Very low internal consistency at the H. Schmieschek’s
personality accentuation test.



Thank you very much!


